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Scott Pierson grew up in Milton and 
graduated from Milton High School 
in 1970. After graduation he attend-
ed Glenville State College on athletic 
and academic scholarships as a his-
tory major.

He served in the U.S. Army from 
1972 until 1976, as an E5 Sergeant. 
He was named “Outstanding Soldier 
in the Southern European Taskforce” 
in 1975.

Right out of the Army, he worked as 
a welding inspector at ACF Indus-
tries Inc. in Huntington. After that, he 
joined Valley Development of West 
Virginia, a former CAWV member, 
where he quickly became job super-
intendent. Following that he started 
and operated his own trucking busi-
ness for five years – Scott Pierson 
Trucking.

In 1986 he started Pipe Plus, Inc., in 
Nitro. Wayne Kee joined as partner in 
1988, serving as vice president of the 
utility contracting company until his 

retirement two years ago.

“I thought I was as smart as most and 
could make a decent living,” Pierson 
said about starting the company. 
“Plus, I always loved the work.”

Like many new businesses, the first 
couple of years were the hardest. In 
the beginning, there were only four 
people working for the company, one 
of which was Pierson’s wife, Sharon.

“My wife was the bookkeeper for the 
first three years. In addition to her 
full-time position as a school secre-
tary, she kept our books on track,” 
Pierson said.  Scott and Sharon have 
been married for 43 years and they 
have one son and four grandchildren. 

According to Pierson, one of the rea-
sons the company began to grow 
was because they took a lot of odd 
jobs.

“We took a lot of jobs that no one 
else wanted to do, pump stations, 
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Scott Pierson was running con-
struction equipment at a young 
age. His father had dozers, a 
backhoe and other equipment 
which he used to take on small 
construction projects. Helping 
his father on projects set the 
scene for everything Pierson’s 
life had in store. 

“My father inspired me early on. 
He was tough, but he taught me 
how to work,” stated Pierson. 

Pierson is a businessman who 
has taken on many roles includ-
ing laborer, pipe layer, operator, 
foreman, superintendent, esti-
mator, contractor, truck driver, 
racecar driver, racetrack opera-
tor, soldier, pilot, and golf course 
owner, to name a few.
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tunnels river crossings, bores. Any-
thing someone didn’t want to do for 
themselves, we would do.” 

Another reason for his success is that 
he had a lot of help from his peers 
when the business began. Pierson 
says that is a major key in starting a 
business. 

“Having a good relationship with 
your peers and earning their respect 
is vital in any business,” he opined.

“We owe thanks to many folks who 
wanted us to prosper and helped us 
along the way,” said Pierson. “Ver-
non Withrow, Ken Dunn, Dave Taylor, 
Ed Gaunch, Jim Williams and Larry 
Kerr are some, to name a few, who 
really gave us the inspiration and 
confidence to keep moving forward.”

In June 1988, the company received 
its first bonded job; a $132,000 ramp 
improvement for C130s for the Air 
National Guard.  After a few years, 
more and more work was making its 
way to Pipe Plus. The company went 
from doing small jobs to specializing 
in deep sewer work.

Today Pierson and his son, also 
named Scott, work together as pres-
ident and vice president of Pipe Plus. 

Pierson says the biggest change he’s 

seen within his company over the 
years is, “It’s not as much fun,” due 
to the fact he’s in the office more, 
rather than out on the jobsite. 

According to Pierson, the construc-
tion industry used to consist of clos-
er friendships between contractors, 
competitors and engineers. 

“In the past I have done hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of work 
on projects just with a handshake,” 
he remarked. “Now there is too much 
litigation. Everyone has a lawyer on 
retainer.”

The most memorable project for Pier-
son was the Bradshaw sewer project 
in the early 1990’s. 

“It was our first job over a million dol-
lars, $1.49 million,” Pierson recalled. 
“We netted a good profit which 
helped to get us on our feet.”

It was this milestone project that gave 
them the confidence to become more 
independent. The company expand-
ed, purchasing land and buying equip-
ment of their own. Another notable 
project was the Ripley pump station 
project in 2015, in which his company 
set a 40 ft. deep, 12 ft. diameter wet 
well in running sand in a matter of only 
three days. 

“This project is memorable, not just 
because of the scope, but because 
neither Wayne or I was supervising,” 
he stated. “We were really proud of our 
guys for getting the job done right.”

An avid golfer, Pierson bought Sandy 
Brae golf course in Clendenin from 
the Kanawha County Commission in 
2007 and operated it for eight years. 
Sandy Brae served as the location of 
the annual CAWV Scholarship Golf 
Outing for a number of years. 

When he was 61, Pierson decided to 
join his son at Ona Speedway in Ona 
and race a stock car.

“It was so much fun, I ended up buy-
ing one,” Pierson laughed. “After my 
first race, the track operator stated 
he was going to stop operation.  I 
had just bought a car so when the 
track operator left.  I had a car and 
no place to drive it.”

Pierson and his son soon took over 
operations in 2013, monitoring every 
single detail at the racetrack. 

Pierson is also a registered pilot and 
owns a twin-engine airplane. He has 
flown members to the CAWV Con-
gressional Fly-In in Washington.  This 
year he led the association’s delega-
tion to meet with West Virginia’s sen-
ators and congressmen.

“Our congressional delegation often 
come to the CAWV office in Charles-
ton to discuss issues but I think it's 
important for us to be in their Wash-
ington offices to share with them is-
sues that are of critical importance 
to our members and our industry,” 
President Pierson stated.  “They are 
always receptive to our thoughts and 
ideas.”

Soon after joining his son on the racetrack, Pierson took over operations of the Ona Speed-
way in 2013, monitoring every single detail at the racetrack. 

As CAWV President, Pierson set goals that 
were achieved during his term. His objective 
was to increase membership and develop 
even closer relationships between contrac-
tors, engineers and architects and funding 
and regulatory agencies.
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As CAWV President, Pierson set goals 
that were achieved during his term. His 
objective was to increase membership 
and develop even closer relationships 
between contractors, engineers and 
architects and funding and regulatory 
agencies, including the West Virginia 
Department of Transportation.

“I am pleased that the association has 
not only reinstated our joint commit-
tees with the West Virginia Division of 
Highways, we have made them stron-
ger and more effective,” he said.  “This 
is especially important now that the 
WVDOH has new funding for construc-
tion and maintenance.  I can’t imagine 
how the department could be per-
forming billions of dollars of highway 
work without it and the CAWV working 
closely together to accomplish this.”

It was during Pierson’s leadership role 
in the CAWV that the West Virginia Leg-
islature passed a record-setting $2.8 
billion highway funding bill, including 

the $1.6 billion Roads to Prosperity 
bond amendment passed by voters in 
October.  When Governor Jim Justice 
was promoting highway funding on 
his statewide Save Our State (S.O.S.) 
tour in March 2017, Pipe Plus, Inc. was 
host to one of the stops. 

Pierson has been active in all phases 
of the association, including the West 
Virginia Utility Contractors Associa-
tion. He has served as chair of every 
major committee,  and was very in-
volved with the Public Relations Com-
mittee that developed the “Hard at 
Work” license plate campaign to pro-
mote the state’s construction industry 
and association members.  Pipe Plus 
stepped forward to help meet the min-
imum requirement to make the plates 
a reality.

“We have CAWV “Hard at Work” li-
cense plates on our fleet of trucks,” 
the president commented.  “The “Hard 
at Work” message promotes our in-
dustry and distinguishes our members 
as premier contractors and suppliers 
in the state.  I’m proud to have the yel-
low tags on our vehicles.”

Pierson says the CAWV will always be 
relevant and helpful to the construc-
tion industry as long as members are 
willing to dedicate time to serve on 
committees and on the board. 

“It was a tremendous honor for me 
personally to serve as president of this 
great organization,” said Pierson.

Incoming CAWV President Roger 
Thomas commended Pierson’s efforts 
and successes during his term during 

the Annual Meeting held in July. 

“Scott has been a solid rock in guiding 
the association through some unchar-
tered waters this year,” said Thomas at 
this year’s Annual Meeting. “Under his 
leadership, we have emerged stronger 
and better prepared to continue our 
mission to serve our members and 
West Virginia’s construction industry.”
Pierson says he doesn’t need to give 
new President Thomas any advice. 

“Roger has proven leadership quali-
ties and will do a great job,” Pierson 
stated. “He has the moral courage to 
march to his own drum when needed. 
I think that is the most important trait 
of a leader.”

Pierson will serve as Immediate Past 
President on the CAWV Board of Di-
rectors and chairman of the CAWV 
Strategic Planning Committee. He 
plans to remain active promoting part-
nerships with those agencies involved 
with the CAWV, including the School 
Building Authority of West Virginia, 
West Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Protection, West Virginia Water 
Development Authority and West Vir-
ginia Infrastructure and Jobs Develop-
ment Council.

“Scott is a major part of West Virgin-
ia’s utility construction industry,” said 
past CAWV President C.R. Neighbor-
gall, The Neighborgall Construction 
Company.  “He has made sure that 
the CAWV continues to be the voice 
of construction in West Virginia.  The 
association has benefited from Scott’s 
leadership and dedication.  We all 
thank him for that.”

CAWV Senior Vice President Scott Pierson moderated a panel of 
Governor Jim Justice’s newly appointed cabinet  secretaries at the 
2017 EXPO.

Scott Pierson and son Scott were early supporters of the “Hard at 
Work” license plate campaign. The CAWV license plates are on Pipe 
Plus’ fleet of trucks.

Sharon Pierson has been a major part of 
Pipe Plus, Inc.’s operation since its inception 
in 1986.
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“Construction in West Virginia was 
the second most solid growth sector 
in West Virginia last year. With the oil 
and gas pipeline work and the high-
way construction and maintenance 
program, this year construction could 
be first,” this according to Dr. John 
Deskins, Ph. D, the keynote speaker 
at the General Business Session at 
the CAWV Annual Meeting held July 
12-15 at The Greenbrier. 

The 275 members and guests attend-
ing the 2018 CAWV Annual Meeting 
at The Greenbrier walked away with 
useful information that will benefit 
them over the coming year. 

Dr. Deskins, director of the Bureau of 
Business & Economic Research, Col-
lege of Business & Economics at West 
Virginia University, told members that 

the biggest segment of construction 
employment is heavy/highway fol-
lowed by commercial construction. 
The slowest part of construction is sin-
gle family homes. The economist says 
he sees construction employment 
growing in West Virginia but he’s not 
sure what impact the Trump admin-
istration tariffs will have on steel and 
other supplies and whether this will 
curtail future construction projects. 

“I think the tariffs will have a more up-
side for the United States than a neg-
ative,” he predicted.

Dr. Deskins gave members keys to 
understanding to the state’s econo-
my. 

“West Virginia has suffered over the 
last five years,” he said. “The state 
lost 26,000 jobs over four years. We 
bottomed out in 2016 and have seen 
growth in 2017 and 2018, but it is still 
a long way to get back to the peak.” 
He said about 6,500 new jobs have 
been created but it will take time to 
get back the full 26,000 lost. 

“West Virginia is building momentum, 
but we are not growing as fast as we 
would like. We must not lose our sense 
of urgency to create economic oppor-
tunity wherever we can," he said.

The state has long-run challenges 
that he provided in his presentation. 
The keys he presented to members 
included: 1/ Recent job trends; 2/ En-
ergy; 3/ Industrial diversification (or 
lack thereof); 4/ Income growth and 
composition; 5/ Demographics; 6/ Re-
gional variation; 7/ Exports; 8/ Entre-
preneurship; and 9/ Where do we go 
from here? 

Each segment contained information 
showing key drivers that impacted 
West Virginia either positively or neg-
atively. (A copy of Dr. Deskins’ pre-
sentation is available at www.cawv.
org/events/annual-meeting.html.)

Dr. Deskins, who also serves as As-
sistant Dean for Outreach and En-
gagement and as Associate Profes-
sor of Economics in the College of 
Business and Economics at WVU, 
talked at length about the state’s en-
ergy sectors and their impact on the 
economy. He noted that coal produc-
tion dropped from 156 million tons 
produced in 2008 to 80 million tons in 
2016. Production was more stable in 
2017 with 92 million tons produced.

“West Virginia’s coal production hit a 

DIVERSITY KEY TO WEST VIRGINIA’S ECONOMY, 
ANNUAL MEETING ATTENDEES HEAR

Dr. John Deskins, director of the Bureau of 
Business & Economic Research, College of 
Business & Economics at WVU, told mem-
bers that the biggest segment of construc-
tion employment is heavy / highway followed 
by commercial construction.

West Virginia Secretary of Transportation 
Tom Smith discussed his desire to fund 
$200 million in improvements to secondary 
and “backroads” in all 55 counties. The sec-
retary and his staff are currently traveling to 
all 55 counties to meet with officials to en-
sure a transparent process.



perfect storm with environmental reg-
ulations, a boom in natural gas pro-
duction and reduction in internation-
al demand,” the economist stated. 
“Coal has gone from 50 percent of the 
nation’s power generation to 30 per-
cent. However, factors point to better 
days for coal.”

He predicts natural gas prices will rise 
which will help coal, and, following 40 
percent growth four years in a row, 
there has been no growth for a year 
and a half.

“Natural gas increased so rapidly that 
production outstripped its infrastruc-
ture which created a glut,” Dr. Deskins 
stated. “Producers couldn’t distribute 
broadly so the price collapsed. There 
has to be a lot of improvement in the 
infrastructure to get the gas where it 
needs to be.”

While there has been a boom in nat-
ural gas production in the Marcellus 
Shale formation, he reported that 
West Virginia is no longer ahead of 
surrounding states.

“Pennsylvania is still riding high as the 
number one producer in the Marcel-
lus region but Ohio has moved to sec-
ond. West Virginia is now third. I don’t 
know why this has happened but we 

need to understand what are the im-
pediments to producing gas in West 
Virginia and figure it out.”

Dr. Deskins said the value-added 
benefit of gas production is to keep 
the gas in West Virginia as opposed 
to exporting it to other states such as 
Louisiana. 

“The potential of locating an ethane 
storage facility in the state is thou-
sands of jobs and down stream man-
ufacturing,” he noted. “Unfortunately, 
it could be a long time before we see 
something built.”
 
West Virginia needs to worry about 
diversifying its economy, Dr. Deskins 
stated. 

“Our history has been the ups and 
downs of coal and energy sector. We 
must get growth in manufacturing, 
tourism and other industries so the 
state won’t be so bad in the next re-
cession.” 

Admitting that he did not have the 
answers on what can diversify the 
state’s economy, he did point out sta-
tistics that the state must address in 
order to induce businesses to move 
into the state. These include: The 
biggest growth in the state’s econo-
my is transfer payments (Medicaid, 
welfare, social security, etc. that soon 
will make up 26% of West Virginia’s 
income) that is bigger than any oth-

er segment of income; West Virginia’s 
labor force participation is 53%, a 
full 10% lower than the national av-
erage of 63% and the lowest in the 
nation; and, the biggest economic 
development priority according to 
Dr. Deskins, is West Virginia’s death 
rate due to opioid overdose is 40 per 
100,000 compared to the national av-
erage of 11 per 100,000.

He outlined a number of action steps 
to be taken to improve the economy 
and create jobs, including continued 
investment in infrastructure, invest-
ment in human capital, think region-
ally but accentuating the positives in 
each of the state’s various regions, 
increase exports, create midstream 
and downstream gas facilities, in-
crease manufacturing investment in 
areas such as carbon fiber reinforced 
plastics, new industries such as data 
centers and promote adventure tour-
ism and high income second homes.

“Going forward, I want to think pos-
itively, but realistically,” Dr. Deskins 
concluded. “I like to think our glass is 
half full instead of half empty.” 

UTILITY DIVISION MEMBERS 
DISCUSS NEW UNDERGROUND 
DAMAGE PREVENTION LAW

Mark Urso, president of Bear Con-
tracting, Bridgeport, was reelected 
CAWV Utility Division Chairman at the 
Utility Division meeting where division 

Over 275 members and guests attended the 2018 CAWV Annual Meeting held July 12-15 
at The Greenbrier. 

CAWV President Scott Pierson welcomed 
members to this year's General Business 
Session before introducing keynote speaker 
Dr. John Deskins, who gave members a bet-
ter idea of what lies ahead for construction, 
as well as all parts of the state’s economy, in 
the months to come. 
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members were brought up-to-date on 
the expected projects, by regions, of 
the West Virginia Infrastructure and 
Jobs Development Council (IJDC). 

Division members were notified of 
the plan to develop the West Virgin-
ia Underground Damage Prevention 
Board which was created this session 
of the West Virginia Legislature with 
passage of Senate Bill 631. The pur-
pose of the bill is to enhance safety 
measures when digging. Governor 
Jim Justice has asked the CAWV for 
recommendations since one member 
of the newly created board has been a 
representative of the utility construc-
tion industry. 

Division members also discussed a 
number of other issues, including the 
lag time for obtaining line placement 
for projects, pipe pricing and availabil-
ity. Discussion was held concerning 
details for utility moves for the Roads 
to Prosperity bond projects. Several 
other industry issues were discussed 
during the meeting and those issues 
will be placed on the agenda of the 
next CAWV Joint Utility Committee 
meeting. 

BUILDING DIVISION MEMBERS 
RECEIVE TASK FORCE UPDATES

At the CAWV Building Division meet-
ing, Building Division Chairman Tripp 
Dailey, W. Harley Miller Contrac-
tors, Inc., Martinsburg, reported that 
CAWV task forces have been working 
on industry issues as they arise. 

CAWV / School Building Authority 

of West Virginia (SBA) Task Force 
Chairman James Ridgeway, March-
Westin, Inc., reported that the SBA’s 
new executive director, David Roach, 
has made positive changes during his 
short time at the SBA. He noted that 
the SBA has made changes to sever-
al rules that are now out for a 30-day 
public comment period. The changes 
to the rules will require approval by 
the West Virginia Legislature and are 
designed to allow the SBA to rewrite 
the Policies and Procedures Manu-
al that the SBA is currently using on 
school projects. Mr. Roach said that 
he will be asking for input from CAWV 
members including contractors, sub-
contractors, suppliers and architects 
on the manual rewrite. His goal is to 
get rid of policies that are not bene-
ficial for school construction projects 
in West Virginia and are outside the 
SBA’s role as a funding agency. The 
CAWV Joint Architects Committee is 
meeting to discuss these changes.

Division members also received 
an update on the CAWV / AIA 201 
Document Task Force. Chairman 
Dailey noted that the West Virginia 
State Purchasing Division has made 
changes to the language in their doc-
uments and these were sent out to 
the task force for review. The task 
force, which has representatives 
from the CAWV, AIA, the West Virgin-
ia Attorney General’s Office, higher 
education, State Purchasing as well 
as several other project owners, will 
meet to continue work on the docu-
ments. 

Also, during the meeting Derick Fos-

ter, president of Paramount Builders, 
St. Albans, was elected as the new 
chairman of the CAWV Building Divi-
sion.

TRANSPORTATION CHIEF 
OUTLINES AGGRESSIVE 
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

CAWV Highway/Heavy Division Chair-
man, Matt Farley, Vecellio & Grogan, 
Inc., Beckley, opened the meeting 
with an update on activities of the 
various committees that serve the 
association and the joint cooperative 
committee network. Reports were 
provided for Specifications; Technical 
Publications; Construction; Asphalt; 
and Concrete.

Chairman Farley next introduced 
West Virginia Secretary of Transporta-
tion and Division of Highways Com-
missioner Tom Smith who told the 
group that the industry and highways 
department are at their best when 
“we have a problem to solve and that 
we accomplish that when we talk to 
each other.” Secretary Smith said he 
encourages open communications 
as the Roads to Prosperity program 
ramps up, bringing with it continued 
job growth.

The former Federal Highway Admin-
istrator recalled the 2009 national 
jobs stimulus program that brought 
West Virginia $211 million in stimu-
lus funds, in comparison to Governor 
Justice’s $2.8 billion roads program. 
He discussed the four elements of the 
program that created the additional 

Utility Division members were brought up-to-date on the expected 
projects of the West Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs Development 
Council during the Utility Division meeting. Members also discussed 
a number of other issues, including the lag time for obtaining line 
placement for projects, pipe pricing and availability.

C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E W S  1 5

Members heard from West Virginia Secretary of Transportation and 
Division of Highways Commissioner Tom Smith during the High-
way/Heavy Division meeting. Smith told members he encourages 
open communications as the Roads to Prosperity program ramps 
up, bringing with it continued job growth.
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funding, including fee increases, re-
newal and increase in turnpike tolls, 
increasing the cap on GARVEE bonds 
and the authorization to sell General 
Obligation Bonds.

“Our goal is to put out $500 million 
in GARVEE projects,” Secretary Smith 
told members, noting that the depart-
ment sold the first element of $260 
million in bonds at a very good rate 
with a 12-year payback. “This GAR-
VEE 1 sale financed 31 contracts for 
bridge and interstate rehabilitations, 
including 13 interstate projects cover-
ing 60 miles. GARVEE 2 bonds will be 
sold later this month with a 15-year 
payback to provide approximately 
$100 million for 67 contracts, 36 of 
which are on the street now, for a wide 
range of projects including drainage, 
slides and bridges.”

The West Virginia Turnpike has the 
authority to sell up to $500 million in 
bonds, which the first $172 million 
sale was completed, the secretary 
explained, adding that the legislation 
keeps tolls in place plus provides for 
a toll discount program. He said these 

bond funds can be used to finance 
projects on the turnpike and projects 
in select neighboring counties. One 
such project he discussed was op-
erational improvements to Route 10, 
which will be broken down into five 
or six projects covering 60 miles with 
a value of approximately $80 million. 
These projects will include turnpike 
bond funds and some GARVEE 1 
funds.

Favorable financing rates, according 
to the secretary, saw the first planned 
sale of $800 million in General Obliga-
tion (GO) bonds deliver a premium re-
turn of closer to $900 million that will 
result in a greater number of projects 
being performed. He discussed sev-
eral major projects that will be funded 
by GO bonds, including an I-70 proj-
ect with 25 bridges and paving; the 
Nitro/St. Albans bridge; turnpike wid-
ening at Beckley; paving on Routes 
35 and Coal Fields; road widening 
on the Mile Ground in Morgantown; 
widening of I-64 near Barboursville; 
Corridor H Kearns to Parsons; im-
provements to Exit 99 on I-79; and 
widening on I-81. The WVDOH hopes 

to have all these projects under con-
tract by January 2019.

Secretary Smith also discussed his 
desire to fund $200 million in improve-
ments to secondary and “backroads” 
in all 55 counties, noting his need to 
know if industry can respond. The 
secretary and his staff are traveling to 
all 55 counties, meeting with officials 
to ensure a transparent process. He 
explained that all of the work he has 
discussed is in addition to the regular 
construction and maintenance pro-
grams of approximately $750 million.  
The division is also looking at need-
ed upgrades to equipment, build-
ings and staffing, noting that they are 
challenged by not having competitive 
salaries. He also stated that he also 
wants to beef up routine maintenance.

Lastly, Secretary Smith discussed 13 
management challenges that concern 
him:

Losing people at all levels but espe-
cially a concern for mid-management. 

Managing expectations. We have 
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too many great projects, at least $4 
billion that have been proposed and 
not enough funds for everything.

Trying to select the best projects to 
promote economic development.

Getting the public to accept tolling.

Keeping traffic from diverting from 
the turnpike to avoid tolls

Managing cash flow. He noted that 

bond projects have dedicated funding.

Spending monies quickly enough 
to meet the defined milestones.

Having jobs ready to go to bid on 
time.

Keeping things moving given chal-
lenges with permitting, environmen-
tal, right of way and utility issues. The 
secretary described the likelihood of 
the department taking a more active 

role in contracts involving relocation 
of utilities on WVDOH Right-of-Ways.

Milestone conflicts between proj-
ects.

“Over-heating the engine” -- a con-
cern that industry cannot handle the 
volume of work the department is 
putting out.

Managing congestion in work 
zones; 

and managing safety in work zones. 
The secretary alluded to the effective-
ness of police patrols and ticketing in 
slowing down traffic in work zones.

Industry and the secretary spent 
some time following his presentation 
discussing how the department and 
industry can work together with the 
common goal of attracting and train-
ing people to work in the highway in-
dustry. Different ideas were discussed 
including working more closely with 
trade schools, high school counsel-
ors, organizing job fairs and participa-
tion in career day activities.

Many members participated in this year's Annual Meeting golf tournament at The Greenbrier, 
which was held at the Meadows Course.  



Nate and Melissa Orders at the President's Re-
ception with Matt and Kathy Campbell.

Jim, Diane, Tripp and Nikki Dailey attended this 
year's Annual Meeting.

Scott and Leann Hamm attended this year's An-
nual Meeting at The Greenbrier.

CAWV Vice President Mike Gianni and Terri Bin-
koski attended this year's Annual Meeting.

Scott and Tina Withrow at the President's Re-
ception.

Summer and Mark Farris pose for a photo during 
the President's Reception.

Susan and Andy Arbogast attended this year's 
Annual Meeting at The Greenbrier.

Doug and Melinda Taylor enjoyed this year's An-
nual Meeting at The Greenbrier.

Chip and Bo Sweeney talk with Dave Ferguson 
during this year's reception.

Alaina, Scotty, Isaiah, Issac and Adalynn Pierson 
pose for a family photo at this year's President's 
Reception.

Deona and Kevin Kemerer attended this year's 
Annual Meeting.

John and Victoria Farley join Melissa Watkins and 
Greg Gordon before the President's Banquet.

Bruce and Christine Dunlap enjoyed this year's 
events at The Greenbrier.

Hillary Kemerer and Krista Flesher show off their 
handsome dates during the reception. 

Brent and Lisa Cvechko joined members outside 
before the President's Reception.
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Kris and Krystal Tawney, Carrie and Matt Bourne, and Cathleen and 
Jamie Ridgeway enjoyed the events at this year's Annual Meeting 
at The Greenbrier. 

Kathy and Randy Cirillo and Tanner Foster were the winners of the 
fishing tournament at this year's Annual Meeting. 

Winners of this year's golf tournament included (from left) Scott 
Pierson, Andy Arbogast, Billy Chandler, Gene Thompson, Mark Far-
ris, Lee Cooperrider and Chip Sweeney. 

The winners for this year's trap tournament included (from left) Me-
lissa Orders, Sumith Hapuarachy, David Bouldin, and Nate Orders. 

Golf Chairman Bob Brookover (middle) and Steve Humphries pre-
sented President Scott Pierson a check for over $17,000 to the 
CAWV Scholarship Foundation.

Members enjoyed musical entertainment by the Bob Thompson 
Quartet at the President's Banquet.

This year's Annual Meeting Early Bird Reception was sponsored by 
Mountain State Insurance Agency, Inc. of Charleston.

Chelsea Bosely, Tyler Beatty, Shanti Amos, Heather Witt, Jay Witt, 
Doug Amos and Willie Crane attended this year's Annual Meeting.
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Asked about the use of design build, 
Smith said that they have worked 
with it now for 10 years and that it has 
saved the department as it is a good 
tool when working with limited internal 
resources. 

The meeting wrapped up with the re-
election of Matt Farley as the chairman 
of the Highway/Heavy Division.

PRESIDENT SCOTT PIERSON 
REFLECTS ON YEAR AT 
HELM OF CAWV

Outgoing CAWV President Scott Pier-
son, president of Pipe Plus, Inc., Nitro, 
thanked members for their hard work 
throughout the year. 

“What an honor it has been to say I’m 
the president of the Contractors As-

sociation of West Virginia,” he said in 
his closing remarks at the President’s 
Banquet. “I thank you for allowing me 
to serve as your president this year.” 

The utility contractor said one of his 
goals was to be a good partner with 
those who do business with CAWV 
members. This includes the West Vir-
ginia Legislature, WVDOH, School 
Building Authority and WV Department 
of Environmental Protection. 

“It is gratifying to see these groups 
respond to the concerns of our mem-
bers. We need to continue to grow our 
partnerships with these important en-
tities,” said President Pierson.

The outgoing president introduced 
and congratulated the incoming offi-
cers and directors. 

“What a great talent of professionals,” 
he said. “They will serve well the mem-
bership in the coming year. Our new 
president Roger Thomas has become 
a very good friend of mine. I wouldn’t 
presume to give him any advice. He 
will do a fantastic job.”

CAWV’s 2018-2019 President Roger 
Thomas, vice president of Kelly Pav-
ing, Inc., Williamstown, thanked the 
outgoing president and praised him for 
his year of service to the association. 

“Scott has been a solid rock in guiding 
the association through some unchar-
tered waters this year,” the new pres-
ident stated. “Under his leadership, 
we have emerged better and stronger 

and prepared to continue our mission 
to serve our members and West Vir-
ginia’s construction industry. I didn’t 
really know Scott until I began serving 
with him. What a great job he did as 
our president.”

The highway contractor told mem-
bers, “I really owe a lot to the CAWV. 
They really helped me with my career. 
I can’t thank the members enough for 
allowing me the honor as serving as 
this year’s president.” He also thanked 
Kelly Paving and his wife, Lisa, for 
supporting his CAWV activities.

The new president earned his B.S. in 
civil engineering from WVU. He began 
his career with the WVDOH in District 
3 in the Bridge Department and re-
surfacing program. He has worked on 
projects on the New York Beltway and 
in Washington, D.C. He began his 27-
year career with Kelly Paving in 1991. 
President Thomas served as chairman 
of the Asphalt Pavement Association 
of West Virginia from 2006 to 2009. He 
and Lisa have four children and two 
grandchildren.

“This is an exciting time to be a high-
way contractor,” he said referring to 
the highway funding legislation passed 
last year. “Now it’s time to grow our 
association. I challenge every member 
to get firms who are working West Vir-
ginia’s highway construction industry 
to become a part of the Contractors 
Association of West Virginia. This as-
sociation worked on their behalf. We 
want them participating in our efforts,” 
he said.

CAWV President Scott Pierson congratu-
lates incoming President Roger Thomas.

2018-2019 President Roger Thomas thanks 
Pierson for his leadership as CAWV Presi-
dent.

The 2018-2019 CAWV President Roger Thomas and his wife Lisa, along with daughter Tiffany 
Smith, and grandchildren, Baron and Albany Davis, during this year's Annual Meeting.



of Charleston

UP TO $1000 Rebate
Commercial Graphics Program Allowance

UP TO $1000 Rebate
Commercial Equipment/Upfit Allowance

339 MacCorkle Ave SW • South Charleston, WV 25303
Commercial Sales Number 304.205.1805

Ram ProMaster Van 2500/3500
* Lowest Load Floor Height
* 6’3” Height, 76.5” cargo space
* 55.8” Between wheel width
* 75.6” Width A-side panel
* 21.0” Load floor height
• V6 Horsepower
• Front wheel drive
• Payload capacity 4,430 lbs.
• Towing capacity 5,100 lbs
• 159” Wheelbase / 136” Wheelbase
• 462.8 cargo cu. ft. 
• Backup camera

Ram ProMaster Van 2500/3500Ram ProMaster Van 2500/3500

Ram ProMaster Van 1500

* Turning diameter 36.3 ft
* 55.8 Wheel well to wheel well
* Standard interior height 65.4”
* High roof interior height 76”
• Available in High and Low Roof
• 118” Wheelbase / 136” Wheelbase
• 105.1 to 160.20 load length
• Front wheel drive

Ram ProMaster Van City
* 131.7 cu. ft. cargo capacity
* 51.8” Cargo height
• 60.4” Cargo area
• 48.4” Between wheel wells
• 87.2” Cargo length
• 23.2” Rear door lift-in height
• 28 MPG Highway
• Can come with windows
• 2,000 lbs. maximum towing
• Navigation Available
• Backup camera

*Best in Class



 22         J u l y  /  A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
DIAMOND SPONSOR

EMERALD SPONSOR
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GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
84 Lumber Company
Greer Industries, Inc.
McGriff Insurance Services

HIGHWAY SAFETY, INC.

gold SPONSORs

silver SPONSORs

BRONZE SPONSORS
All Crane & Equipment Rental Corp. 
Appalachian Aggregates, LLC 
Austin Powder Company 
BB&T 
Bowles Rice LLP 
E. L. Robinson Engineering 
FastSigns 
iSqFt 
JAMATT, Inc. 
Johnstone & Gabhart, LLP 
Kay Casto & Chaney, PLLC 
LOC Investment Advisers 
Leslie Equipment Company 
Liberty Mutual Surety 
Mary K. Prim, PLLC 
Matson Machinery Company 
McGriff Insurance Services 
Mead and Hunt 
Michael Baker International 
Ohio Valley Construction Employers Council 
Peoples Insurance Agency 
Permatile Concrete Products Co. 
Precision Pump & Valve Service, Inc. 
Prestress Services Industries, LLC 
The Rodeheaver Group, PC 
Rollins Cleavenger & Rollins 

FEBRUARY 8-13, 2019

TO REGISTER VISIT 
www.cawv.org

OR CALL (304) 342-1166

Rudd Equipment Company 
Sauls Seismic, LLC 
Scary Creek Materials 
Shamblin Stone 
SLS Land & Energy Development 
Specialized Engineering 
Spilman Thomas & Battle 
Stafford Consultants Inc. 
Stantec 
Suttle & Stalnaker, PLLC 
The Friedlander Company 
The Thrasher Group, Inc. 
TRC Engineers, Inc. 
United Bank 
USI Insurance 
Williamson Shriver Architects, Inc. 
Xylem Inc. 
ZMM Architects & Engineers
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CAWV members went to Washington 
on Wednesday, May 16, to meet with 
West Virginia’s congressional delega-
tion and discuss issues of vital im-
portance to the state’s construction 
industry. 

CAWV President Scott Pierson led 
this year’s delegation at the 29th an-
nual CAWV Congressional Fly-In. Last 
year’s Fly-In was canceled so the 
CAWV could concentrate on highway 
funding during a special session of 
the West Virginia Legislature. The Fly-
In was, again, held in conjunction with 
the May 15-16 Transportation Con-
struction Coalition (TCC) conference, 
which was attended by over 400 con-
struction, engineering, highway and 
transportation representatives from 
around the nation. 

TCC is co-chaired by the Associ-
ated General Contractors (AGC) of 
America and the American Road and 
Transportation Builders Association 
(ARTBA), the CAWV’s two national or-
ganizations.

Four key messages were delivered to 
elected officials on both sides of Cap-
itol Hill: Fix the Highway Trust Fund; 
increase infrastructure investment; 
full funding for the Clean Water Act 
and the Safe Drinking Water Act; and 
complete action on the Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA) reauthori-
zation with increased funding levels 
and lifting the cap on the Passenger 
Facility Charge (PFC). 

Attendees at the TCC meeting heard 
from Sen. Tom Carper, D-DE, rank-
ing Democrat on the Senate Environ-
ment and Infrastructure Committee, 
and Sam Graves, R-MO, chair of the 
House Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Subcommittee on Highways who 
both pointed out the need to address 

the trust fund shortfall soon and urged 
action on it this year. A Trump Admin-
istration spokesman also discussed 
the President's infrastructure plan.

Fly-In activities were supported by 
an active social media campaign that 

started the week before the event and 
continued during the Hill visits. 

“Congress should have done the infra-
structure bill day one of the President’s 
term,” Sen. Joe Manchin told CAWV 
members. “We could have gotten proj-

CAWV President Scott Pierson, far right, led this year’s CAWV Congressional Fly-In delega-
tion. Standing in the historic Capitol rotunda before the painting “Landing of Columbus” are 
(L-R): Keith May, Doug Meeks, Ashley Semones, Matt Farley and Lisa Thomas. 

CAWV Brings Infrastructure Message 
During CAWV Congressional Fly-In
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ects approved and fast tracked them if 
funding was available.” 

Privatization is a large part of the 
President’s infrastructure funding 
which the senator notes will not be 
beneficial to rural states. 

“There needs to be a waiver for rural 
states. West Virginia could lay out a 
plan and get projects moving quick-
ly,” said Sen. Manchin, who serves on 
the Appropriations and Energy and 
Natural Resources committees. 

Senator Shelley Moore Capito agreed 

that an infrastructure funding plan 
that doesn’t take into account rural 
states is a mistake. 

“It’s a non-starter with me and a lot 
of others,” she told CAWV members. 
“I have great skepticism about any 
bill that relies on public-private part-

nerships as its major funding compo-
nent,” she said. “The Roads to Pros-
perity road bond amendment passed 
by voters should give West Virginia an 
advantage if Congress develops a bill 
that would favor states that have proj-
ects ready to go to bid and a match-
ing funding element.” 

Sen. Capito, who also serves on the 
Appropriations Committee as well as 
Environment and Public Works and 
Commerce, Science and Transporta-
tion, listened as members noted that 
the 2015 “Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act,” or FAST Act, 

Senator Joe Manchin, who serves on the Appropriations and Ener-
gy and Natural Resources committees, spoke with members about 
about how privatization of the president's infrastructure funding 
package would not benefit rural state's including West Virginia. He 
supports a waiver system to help get projects moving quickly. 

Senator Shelley Moore Capito, who also serves on the Appropriations, 
Environment and Public Works, and Commerce, Science and Trans-
portation committees, said the road bond passed by voters in October 
should give West Virginia an advantage if Congress develops a bill that 
would match funding for states that have projects ready to go to bid.

Rep. Alex Mooney told members that highways are the basic 
building block of the economy. He said he doesn't support a year-
to-year continuation and says the highway bill needs to be reau-
thorized by 2020.

Rep. David McKinley, P.E., visited CAWV President Scott Pierson and 
Vice President Michael Gianni in the CAWV conference room prior to 
the May 16 Fly-In.  

“There needs to be a waiver for 
rural states. West Virginia could lay 
out a plan and get projects moving 
quickly.” 

-Senator Joe Manchin
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funding was only possible because 
Congress transferred $70 billion to 
the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) from 
general fund accounts. 

The HTF’s cash flow crisis will be ex-
acerbated over the next five years. 
Prior to the enactment of the FAST 
Act, existing trust fund revenues were 
short of being able to maintain current 
highway and public transportation 
investment levels by an average of 
$14.6 billion per year. Once FY 2021 
begins on October 1, 2020, the gap 
between incoming HTF revenues and 
the amount needed to preserve sur-
face transportation funding levels will 
average nearly $18 billion annually.

The CAWV asked the state’s delega-
tion to consider new funding revenue 
to fill in the shortfall and to act on the 
bill rather than waiting until the 2020 
deadline. 

“Congress has two big bills, the farm 
bill and the highway bill. We might 
take up the farm bill but probably not 
both,” Senator Capito noted. “There 
is a theory the president’s infrastruc-

ture bill might be a lame duck issue 
after the November election.” 

“I’m glad we were able to get a five 
year highway bill last time,” said Rep. 
Alex Mooney. “Highways are the ba-
sic building block of the economy 
and I don’t support a year-to-year 
continuation. We have got to get the 
highway bill reauthorized by 2020,” 
he told members. 

The Second District Congressman 
said he would look at co-signing a 
letter by Rep. Tom Rice, R-SC, and 
Rep. Earl Blumenaur, D-OR, pushing 
for Congress to pass a bipartisan, 
long-term infrastructure investment 
bill. 

“Keep me appraised of your issues,” 
Rep. Mooney told members, “and let 
me know anytime you’d like me to 
speak at a CAWV meeting. I would 
welcome feedback from your mem-
bers,” he told the CAWV delegation.

President Pierson told First District 
Congressman David McKinley “you 
clearly understand infrastructure is-
sues and we appreciate it.” 

Rep. McKinley has formed the Build-
ing Trades Caucus to prioritize dol-
lars toward infrastructure. 

“There are only 10 to 12 congress-
men who have worked on a jobsite. 
We pass so many regulations that 
are heaped on top of one another. 
Instead of retrofitting plants, com-
panies find it easier to shut down a 
plant. We lose construction jobs and 
jobs at the plant when this occurs,” 
said Congress’ only licensed Profes-
sional Engineer.
 
Fly-In attendees told legislators the 
need for investment in water and 
wastewater infrastructure continues 
to far outpace the amount of fund-
ing that is available at all levels of 
government. A survey shows West 
Virginia’s drinking water needs total 
$1.1 billion and wastewater needs in 
2012 were estimated at $3 billion. 

“The CAWV, along with the Clean Wa-
ter Construction Coalition, requests 
$4 billion for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund and $2 billion for the 
Safe Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund in the FY 19 Interior, Environ-
ment, and Related Agencies appro-
priations bill,” President Pierson re-
lated to West Virginia’s delegation.

The storms in the Eastern United 
States that week stranded half of the 
CAWV delegation at airports and train 
stations resulting in them not getting 
to D.C. for the meetings. Joining 
President Pierson at this year’s Fly-
In were: Keith May, IVS Hydro, Inc., 
Doug Meeks, Brewer & Company of 
WV, Inc., Matt Farley, Vecellio & Gro-
gan, Inc., and Ashley Semones and 
Lisa Thomas, Mid Atlantic Mainte-
nance Corp.

The 30th annual CAWV Congressio-
nal Fly-In will be held May 15, 2019.  
The CAWV is planning a special 
event to commemorate thirty years 
of advocacy in the nation’s Capital.  
Members are encouraged to mark 
their calendars and plan to attend 
next year’s event.

Ashley Semones and Lisa Thomas of Mid Atlantic Maintenance in Mineral Wells rode the  DC 
Metro during their first CAWV Congressional Fly-In. 

“Congress has two big bills, the 
farm bill and the highway bill. 
We might take up the farm bill but 
probably not both. There is a theory 
the president’s infrastructure bill 
might be a lame duck issue after 
the November election.” 

-Senator Shelley Moore Capito

"Highways are the basic building 
block of the economy and I don’t 
support a year-to-year continuation. 
We have got to get the highway bill 
reauthorized by 2020."

-Rep. Alex Mooney
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Being an industry that operates “in 
real life;" many people may not think 
that the construction industry is a 
large adopter of internet applications 
and new technology, and has noth-
ing to worry about when it comes to 
“cyber security.”  However, as mobile 
devices such as the iPhone have pro-
liferated, companies in the construc-
tion industry have adopted them and 
other technologies in an effort to be 
more efficient and effective, as well 
as improve communications with 
their partners and customers.  Unfor-
tunately, with this adoption of tech-
nology also comes the risk of cyber 
attacks and information loss.

Members of the construction industry, 
and particularly the smaller compa-
nies, have tended to mistakenly as-
sume that they would not be a target 
of cyber crime. The overall sentiment 
being that they do not have much in-
formation desirable to hackers or are 
just too small to warrant any attention 
from cyber criminals. 

However, research shows that 
small- to mid-sized suppliers of 
materials and services are current-
ly highly targeted.  

For instance, a 2018 Verizon Data 
Breach Investigations Report shows 
that smaller businesses are more 
likely to be the target of cyber crime 
58% of the time.  Also, according to a 
2017 study by the Ponemon Institute, 
56% of large breaches were shown 
to be the result of an initial attack at 
a third-party partner or supplier. This 
is exactly what happened in the large 
Target Corporation cyber breach of 
2013, in which 40 million credit and 
debit cards and over 110 million email 

addresses were stolen, as the hack 
began with a regional HVAC compa-
ny.  An employee at the HVAC com-
pany received an e-mail, which was 
not blocked by any e-mail security, 
containing an infected attachment 
that, upon opening, installed malware 
that captured locally stored user ID’s 
and passwords, including some with 
access to Target’s computer systems.

Cyber criminals have also turned to 
digital extortion schemes for profit us-
ing “ransomware”, which typically in-
fects a computer system and digitally 
encrypts and locks all the information 
contained on it - and sometimes other 
data connected to the same network 
- making the information effective-
ly unusable.  Victims of ransomware 
attacks are requested to pay sums 
of money – usually with untraceable 
digital currencies, such as Bitcoin – to 
the attackers to have their files un-
locked.

The unfortunate reality today is 
that there are only two types of 
companies when it comes to cy-
ber attacks: those that have been 
victims, and those that will be.  So 
what can a construction firm do to 
protect itself, and any client data it 
possesses, from a cyber hack?

The best recommendation is to rely 
on a trusted technology adviser with 
cyber security experts to help you es-
tablish proper safeguards against a 
cyber attack, and also help you pre-
pare an adequate response and re-
covery plan, should an attack occur.  

You didn’t go into construction to take 
care of computers, and cyber secu-
rity is definitely not a job for the do-

it-yourselfer. However, if you ARE the 
DIY type, there are some things that 
you can do to strengthen your overall 
cyber security posture and help you 
prevent and recover from a cyber at-
tack.

From an overall strategy perspective, 
firms should look at cyber security 
as a process with many facets and 
components. Cyber security is not a 
“one and done” type of project but 
is instead an ongoing effort. To as-
sist firms in this sometimes large and 
daunting process, the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology’s 
(NIST) Cyber Security Framework 
(CSF) was published in response to 
Presidential Executive Order 13636, 
“Improving Critical Infrastructure Cy-
ber Security,” which called for a stan-
dardized security framework for criti-
cal infrastructure in the United States.

The NIST CSF is recognized by many 
as an excellent resource to help im-
prove the security operations and 
governance for public and private 
organizations. The NIST CSF is or-
ganized into five core Functions also 
known as the Framework Core. The 
functions are organized concurrently 
with one another to represent a se-
curity lifecycle. Each function is es-
sential to a well-operating security 
posture and successful management 
of cyber security risk. Definitions for 
each Function are as follows:

• Identify: Develop the organizational 
understanding to manage cyber se-
curity risk to systems, assets, data, 
and capabilities.

• Protect: Develop and implement the 
appropriate safeguards to ensure de-

Data Breaches, Cyber Security
and the Construction Industry
by Jack Shaffer, Jr.
Business Transformation Director
Advantage Technology
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livery of critical infrastructure services.

• Detect: Develop and implement the 
appropriate activities to identify the 
occurrence of a security event.

• Respond: Develop and implement 
the appropriate activities when facing 
a detected security event.

• Recover: Develop and implement 
the appropriate activities for resilience 
and to restore any capabilities or ser-
vices that were impaired due to a se-
curity event.

Organizations wishing to increase their 
overall Cyber security posture would 
be well served in investigating and im-
plementing the NIST CSF. (More infor-
mation on the NIST CSF can be found 
at www.nist.gov/cyberframework.)

So what are some practical and 
concrete steps which can be taken 
under the NIST CSF? Let’s look at 
a couple of examples in the Protect 
and Detect categories of the NIST 
CSF.

E-mail is one of the most common 
ways that organizations can fall victim 

to a cyber attack. In both examples 
above, the malicious software was 
transmitted to the victim via e-mail.  
According to Barracuda Networks, 
a leading provider of e-mail security 
systems, “91% of cyber hacks start 
with a targeted email attack, and 
E-mail-borne data theft, malware, 
spam, and phishing attacks have be-
come increasingly sophisticated, so 
you need to protect your users, data, 
and assets from these threats.”

So what exactly is “phishing?”  Phish-
ing is a cyber attack that uses a dis-
guised e-mail as a weapon. The goal 
is to trick you into believing that the 
message is something you want or 
need — a request from your bank, for 
instance, or even a note from some-
one in your own organization — and 
to click a link or download an attach-
ment.  

These e-mails are specially crafted to 
fool the recipient and are sometimes 
very difficult to spot or differentiate 
from a legitimate source. For instance, 
hackers spoof the “From:” field in an 
e-mail to make it appear to come from 
a trustworthy source, say from your 
CEO or CFO. Typical phishing scams 

include messages requesting person-
al information on employees such as 
names and Social Security number, 
corporate banking account informa-
tion, or login credentials.  Many times 
the embedded link will take you to a 
web page asking for this account in-
formation which looks remarkably like 
the legitimate login web page of the 
bank or company.

Any firm using e-mail should employ 
an e-mail scanning and blocking 
product, which also has strong an-
ti-virus and anti-spam capabilities. It 
is also vitally important to subscribe 
to automatic updates for the software 
or hardware device, because threats 
change constantly, and having out of 
date protection is the same as having 
no protection at all. 

Many internet-based e-mail systems, 
such as Google’s G-Suite and Micro-
soft Office 365 have strong and auto-
matic anti-virus and phishing preven-
tion systems. Construction firms that 
regularly use e-mail to communicate 
with their clients should consider ei-
ther of these two services. 

It is also vitally important to protect 
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your e-mail account and the accounts 
of your employees. A compromised 
e-mail account is how most cyber 
criminals connect to other, more valu-
able services such as those from a 
bank. These services are generally 
tied to the person’s e-mail address 
and provide mechanisms to reset 
passwords by sending a link to the 
person’s e-mail.  A cyber criminal can 
gain access to those accounts by way 
of a compromised e-mail account and 
a simple password reset request.

The best way to protect an e-mail 
account is by the use of strong 
passwords and what is known as 
“two-factor” authentication.

While strong passwords – those which 
are long in length; do not contain dic-
tionary words; and contain combina-
tions of upper and lowercase letters, 
numbers and special characters – are 
important to securing your e-mail and 
other internet-based accounts, the 
most effective security is the imple-
mentation of two-factor authentication 
(2FA). 2FA is basically “something you 
have” and “something you know.”  It 

sounds complicated, but most peo-
ple use 2FA daily when they transact 
business with an ATM/ debit card. For 
instance, every time you use the card 
for a transaction, you must physically 
present the card – this is the “some-
thing you have” component – and then 
enter your PIN code – this is the “some-
thing you know” component – before 
the transaction is successful.  

Most online systems today allow users 
to implement this 2FA security method, 
which usually involves sending a unique 
code to your smartphone that must be 
entered along with your password to 
successfully log in to the service.  2FA 
adds an extra layer of security to your 
accounts and makes them much hard-
er to hack, because even if your pass-
word is compromised, a cyber attacker 
cannot simply log on to your account 
without access to your smartphone and 
entering in the one-time code delivered 
to that device every time a logon is at-
tempted.

All the aforementioned items and 
steps are all in the functional catego-
ries of the detection and prevention 

of cyber attacks. But what can you 
do to respond and recover from an 
attack such as ransomware? 

If, despite all your best efforts, a piece 
of ransomware enters your computer or 
network, then locks and encrypts your 
critical files, what choices do you have 
at this point? In many cases, compa-
nies are simply forced to pay the ran-
som. However, if you have timely and 
complete backups of your files, then 
you can simply restore the systems 
from those backups. Implementing and 
testing computer backups are one of 
the best steps that an organization can 
take to help ensure that they can recov-
er not only from cyber attacks but from 
other incidents where critical informa-
tion may be lost or destroyed.

There are many different backup solu-
tions available in the marketplace that 
cover individual devices as well as 
servers and shared corporate informa-
tion.  For instance, the iCloud function-
ality from Apple allows for information 
stored on iPhones to be backed up 
continuously to internet-based stor-
age where it can be restored to a new 
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device in the advent of a lost or de-
stroyed device.  

A couple of good backup solutions for 
PC’s and laptop computers are: Back-
blaze (www.backblaze.com) and Car-
bonite (www.carbonite.com). 

These solutions run in the background 
and automatically backup your local 
computer files to a remote location on 
the internet. The files are protected with 
encryption and can be restored in the 
advent of ransomware.  Larger systems 
and network servers should utilize a 
more enterprise type solution such as 
those available from Barracuda Net-
works (www.barracuda.com/products/
backup).  

These systems allow for multiple sys-
tems to be protected simultaneously 
and the data can be restored to local 
servers or even to an internet-based 
server that can be started up almost 
instantaneously to prevent any down-
time during the incident.  But which-
ever solution is used to backup critical 
information, it is vitally important to test 

the system on a regular basis and en-
sure that critical files can, in fact, be 
restored. Statistics show that prior to 
a ransomware attack, 4 out of 5 or-
ganizations are confident backup can 
provide them with complete recovery; 
however, only 42% of victims were able 
to restore all their information after the 
attack. 

One last thing that can be done to pro-
tect your company is the acquisition 
of cyber security insurance. Because 
cyber criminals are relentless and are 
constantly searching for a weak spot 
in your defense against them, one of 
the best defense options is to purchase 
cyber security insurance. Having this 
coverage can help you recover from 
an attack in many ways, particularly in 
regard to your finances and reputation. 

As we’ve shown and discussed, cyber 
security is a very complicated topic 
and construction companies must take 
the threat of cyber attacks seriously. 
An attack could create project delays 
or cause contractors to incur massive 
costs for the investigation, remediation, 

legal defense, and recovery of critical 
files held hostage.  And, unfortunately, 
the breaches and risks associated with 
cyber security are here to stay. So, the 
best way to reduce your company’s 
chance of becoming cyber crime’s next 
victim is by putting together a proac-
tive plan regarding the protection and 
recovery of your critical information as-
sets before it happens.

Jack Shaffer, Jr. is currently the Busi-
ness Transformation Director for CAWV 
member firm Advantage Technology. 
He has almost 30 years of experience 
in all aspects of technology. He has 
successfully managed and implement-
ed large, mission critical projects on a 
broad range of technology infrastruc-
tures and application architectures. 





 36         J u l y  /  A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

 CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS
  Construction on the 370 million 
gallon Cobun Creek Reservoir re-
cently got a ceremonial start in the 
University City. The Morgantown 
Utility Board (MUB) recently broke 
ground for the dam site area. Offi-
cials say the need for the new dam 
is to ensure safe secondary sourc-
es of water for residents. In case of 
emergency, the water from the new 
dam could last the town more than 
30 days. That is 10 times more than 
the current reservoir could provide. 
The project will also include repairs 
to the original dam in White Park. 
MUB considered dredging and ex-
panding the current reservoir, but it 
was deemed infeasible and not cost 
effective. The work is expected to 
be complete September 2020, cost-
ing $47 million. Contractor on the 
project is Kanawha Stone Compa-
ny of Poca…

  Appalachian Power is set to be-
gin this fall getting right-of-ways 
for its Ravenswood Area Improve-
ments Project. O.R. Colan Associ-
ates of South Charleston will serve 
as the right-of-way contractor. The 
$60 million project includes build-
ing around 30 miles of transmission 
lines in Jackson and Mason coun-

ties in order to reduce the chance 
of extended power outages from 
occurring. The line will run from Le-
tart to Ravenswood, then to Ripley. 
Construction on the lines is expect-
ed to begin in the fall of 2019…

  Randolph County Develop-
ment Authority officials recently 
held a special meeting to review 
the revised bids for the Armstrong 
Flooring expansion project, located 
in Beverly. Members of the RCDA 
approved accepting the revised bid 
from Paramount Builders of St. Al-
bans in the amount of $7,713,892 
for the project. A second motion 
was made to authorize RCDA Ex-
ecutive Director Robbie Morris to 
execute a contract with Paramount 
Builders, on behalf of the RCDA, 
and to implement “funding mecha-
nisms” necessary to fund the proj-
ect. On July 6, RCDA officials re-
ceived two bids for the project that 
would add 85,000 square feet and 
up to 50 jobs to the facility. The orig-
inal bids were in the amount of $8.4 
million from Paramount Builders, 
and the second was in the amount 
of $10.3 million from BBL Carlton, 
LLC, of Charleston. The distribution 
center project also is expected to 

help retain 60 existing jobs and gen-
erate approximately $16.2 million in 
private investment. Plans call for the 
new construction to begin this sum-
mer and be completed in the sum-
mer of 2019…

  The newly constructed Rid-
geview Elementary School in 
Sophia, located in Raleigh Coun-
ty, opened its doors to students 
for the 2018-19 school year. The 
school sits on a 14-acre property 
along Tank Hill Road near the begin-
ning of the Coalfields Expressway. 
The $17 million elementary school, 
which can hold 575 students at full 
capacity, is equipped with the latest 
in safety and educational technolo-
gy. Among the features include solar 
panels to help power the building, 
an outdoor classroom for students 
to learn agricultural skills and inter-
active playground equipment. Con-
tractor on the project was Radford 
& Radford, Inc. of Beckley. Sub-
contractors on the project included 
Kalkreuth Roofing & Sheet Metal, 
Inc. of Wheeling, Brewer & Com-
pany of West Virginia of Charles-
ton, and DSO Mechanical, Inc. of 
South Charleston...

  Two years after the old Charles-
ton Fire Department Station #3 
was condemned for structural 
problems, a new fire house took its 
place. Members of the Charleston 
Fire Department and Mayor Danny 
Jones recently cut the ribbon on 
the $1.08 million station located on 
Oakwood Road. The station will be 
staffed by five personnel with living 
quarters above the bay for those in-
dividuals. The new station also fea-
tures an ambulance and EMT ser-
vice, which hasn’t been there since 
2004 when the building was judged 
structurally deficient in the ambu-
lance bay. Contractor on the project 
was Wolf Creek Contracting Com-
pany of Waterford, Ohio. Architect 
was Williamson & Shriver Archi-
tects, Inc. of Charleston.

A groundbreaking ceremony recently took place in Morgantown for the construction of the 
370 million gallon Cobun Creek Reservoir. Kanawha Stone Company of Poca is the contrac-
tor on the $26.5 million project.  
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Members of the Charleston Fire Department and Mayor Danny Jones recently cut the ribbon on 
the newly constructed $1.08 million fire station located on Oakwood Road. Wolf Creek Contract-
ing Company of Waterford, Ohio, was the contractor on the project. Architect was Williamson & 
Shriver Architects, Inc. of Charleston.
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 NEW MEMBERS
CONTRACTOR MEMBERS:

Source Contractors, LLC
Highway / Heavy, Utility 
204 Mystic Drive
Morgantown, West Virginia 26508
Phone: 304-413-3991
jboyle@sourcecontractors.com 
www.sourcecontractors.com   
John Boyle, President
Jason Peaslee 

Fielder’s Choice Enterprises, Inc.
Highway / Heavy, Utility 
158 Industrial Way
Troy, Virginia 22974
Phone: 434-244-0250
cdesper@fce-digs.com 
www.fce-digs.com   
James Holcomb, President
Donald Cantore, CEO

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

TM Safety & Risk Management, Inc.
Safety Training, Risk Management Services 
122 Lamplighter Drive
Lewisburg, West Virginia 24901
Phone: 304-550-9116
clay@tmsafetytraining.com 
www.tmsafetytrainging.com 
Kris Tawney, President
Clay Medley, Vice President

Eco Solution Distributing
Dust Control, Asphalt Release Agents 
and Water Treatment 
2275 Swallowhill Road
Building 1000, Suite 300
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220
Phone: 724-941-4140
Fax: 724-918-9870
jjherzing@ecosolutiondistributing.com 
www.ecosolutiondistributing.com 
Joshua Herzing, President
James Smith, Vice President    

  

Ascent Consulting & Engineering, LLC
Engineering Services 
720 Masonic Drive
Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330
Phone: 304-677-8981
mike@ascentconsultingengineers.com 
www.ascentconsultingengineers.com 
Michael Nestor, PE, Managing Member
Zachary Assaro, Managing Member
 
Southern Steel Products Company
Structural Steel, Stairs 
411 Ohio Avenue
Clarksburg, West Virginia 26301
Phone: 304-624-7616
Fax: 304-624-7618
jbrownii@southernsteel.net 
James Brown, PE, President
James Brown II, Vice President 

BECOME A CAWV MEMBER TODAY!

THE CAWV MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT PROGRAM 
REWARDS MEMBERS THAT RECRUIT 

NEW MEMBERS INTO THE ASSOCIATION. 

Members that recruit new members will receive a $100 certificate for a new contractor member and 
a $50 certificate for a new associate member. The certificates can be used for meeting registrations 
as well as other CAWV events, and there is no limit on how many certificates can be used at once. 

For more information, please contact Pat McDonald 
at 304-342-1166 or at pmcdonald@cawv.org.
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 CAWV SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

2018
September 27-30

APAWV Annual Fall Meeting
Canaan Valley Resort - Davis, WV

September 30 - October 3
ARTBA National Convention

The Westin New York - New York, NY

September 30 - October 2
AGC Centennial Celebration

 Reagan Building and International Trade Center - Washington, DC

October 12
CAWV Board of Directors Meeting

CAWV Headquarters - Charleston, WV 

October 12
CAWV Car Show

CAWV Headquarters - Charleston, WV

October 19
CAWV / YCF Toys for Tots Golf Outing

Little Creek Golf Course - South Charleston, WV

December 4
CAWV Holiday Open House

CAWV Headquarters - Charleston, WV

2019
February 8-13

CAWV Midyear Meeting
The Westin Grand Cayman Seven Mile Beach Resort & Spa

Grand Cayman Island

February 26-28
APAWV Asphalt Paving Conference

Embassy Suites - Charleston, WV

March 20
CAWV State Meeting

Charleston Civic Center - Charleston, WV

March 20-21
40th Annual West Virginia Construction & Design EXPO

Charleston Civic Center - Charleston, WV

July 11-14
CAWV Annual Meeting

The Greenbrier - White Sulphur Springs, WV
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Fast Courteous Service is our Business

Providing the following state
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• Gravel • Bedding Materials
• Salt • Limestone/Rip Rap

Trucking & Barge Unloading
Ohio and Kanawha Rivers 

USDOT 188865 ICC MC 183455

Wilson Island, Dunbar, WV Port Amherst, WV
Rt. 61, Marmet, WV Hugheston, WV
RT. 35-Scary Creek Robertsburg, WV

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 004152

304-766-7316/FAX 766-7325

WV Contractors License #WV041715

C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E W S 4 1

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 
FOR MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS

Contact Cassidy Webb at (304) 342-1166 or email 
cwebb@cawv.org to advertise your company 

in the next issue of WVCN.
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LICENSED
TO
MILL!

Asphalt & concrete planing, profiling
and deck scarification

DONEGAL
Construction Corporation
1-800-864-4206
1235 Marguerite Lake Road
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE WV025398

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

4 2 S e p t e m b e r  /  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4
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PPrroovviiddiinngg  TThhee  RRoocckk  SSoolliidd  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  TThhaatt  HHaass  IImmppaacctteedd  TThhee  
LLiivveess  OOff  TThhoouussaannddss  OOff  PPeeooppllee  FFoorr  110000  YYeeaarrss!!  

Crushed Stone  Asphaltic Concrete  
Greer Limestone Plant: 

304-296-2549 
Route 7, Southeast of Morgantown 

 

Scary Creek Stone Yard: 
 304-755-2809 

9 Orders Drive, Winfield 
 

Pebble Lime  Hydrated Lime  Rockdust  
Crushed, Glass & Chemical Stone 

Greer Lime Plant:  304-567-3001  
Route 33, Riverton 

Sales Office:  304-296-1751 
Canyon Road, Morgantown 
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AD SPACE AVAILABLE 
FOR MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS

Contact Cassidy Webb at (304) 342-1166 
or email cwebb@cawv.org to advertise 

your company in the next issue of WVCN.
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Martin Marietta Aggregates

Branches:
Burning Spring Mine (Parkersburg-Rt. 50)
Charleston
Institute
Manheim (Clarksburg-Grafton)
New Martinsville
Parkersburg
Ravenswood
St. Marys
Apple Grove, OH
Wheeling/Martins Ferry, OH

LIMESTONE • SAND • GRAVEL
BY TRUCK, BARGE OR RAIL

300 Star Avenue, Suite 312
Parkersburg, WV 26101 

(304) 485-7341

Charleston (304) 343-4571

C O N S T R U C T I O N  N E W S 4 3

Maynard C. Smith 
Construction Company, Inc.

mcsconstructionwv.com 304.925.3190
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Martin Marietta Aggregates
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Engineers and Environmental 
Consultants 

www.potesta .com 

Roadway Design 
Site Development 

Landfills & Solid Waste 
Oil & Gas Consulting 

Construction Monitoring 

Surveying & Mapping 
Stormwater 
Remediation  

Health & Safety 
Permitting 

 Charleston, WV    
  (304) 342-1400        

 Morgantown, WV 
(304) 225-2245        

Winchester, VA    
(540) 450-0180       

6819 MacCorkle Avenue • St Albans, WV
M-F 7:30-5:00 PM / Sat. 9:00-12:00 PM
(304) 727-5549 www.oliverfuels.com

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 
FOR MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS

Contact Cassidy Webb at (304) 342-1166 or email 
cwebb@cawv.org to advertise your company 

in the next issue of WVCN.



www.TRCSolutions.com

David E. Clevenger, P.E.
One Kenton Drive, Suite 200

Northgate Business Park
Charleston, WV 25311-1256

Voice (304) 346-2599
FAX (304) 346-2591

MAILING ADDRESS: LOCATION:
P.O. Box 429 575 New Golf Mountain Road
Institute, WV 25112-0429 Cross Lanes, WV 25313
Phone: (304) 776-0448 Fax: (304) 776-0451

Contractors License #WV006833

TEAYS

RIVER

CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

S M H Construction Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1912

Beckley, West Virginia 25802-1912
Sumith P. Hapuarachy Residence: 304/253-7610
President Office: 304/877-6451

WV 000572

www.smhconstructiongroup.com

Show your support for the construction industry
with an official DMV-issued “Hard at Work” 

license plate. Visit www.cawv.org
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PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

SERVING
WEST VIRGINIA

ROOFING & SHEET METAL COMPANY
Sheet Metal - HVAC Design - Roofing

HVAC Service - Shop Fabrication

Parkersburg Morgantown
304-485-6593 304-328-5244
Charleston Cumberland, MD
304-755-8135 304-738-0502

WV CONTRACTORS LICENSE: WV 000104
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AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

FOR MEMBERS 
AND NON-MEMBERS

Contact Cassidy Webb at 
(304) 342-1166 

or email cwebb@cawv.org 
to advertise your company 

in the next issue of 
West Virginia Construction News

ADVERTISE HERE

SCARY CREEK 
MATERIALS

Mike DeViese, General Manager

9 Orders Drive
Winfield, WV 25213

Cell (304) 552-8358
Office (304) 755-3636
Fax (304) 755-3637

miked@screekmaterials.com

www.thethrashergroup.com   |   304-624-4108

West Virginia owned and operated 
since 1983. A full-service A/E firm:
> Survey
> Material Testing & Inspection
> Construction Management
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